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ñI was glad when they said unto me: 

óLet us go into the house of the Lord!ôò 
Psalm 122, verse 1 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! 
 

This initial verse of the Psalmist, quoted above, comes to mind as we commemorate and  
celebrate the ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY of the founding of 
 

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH,  
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA. 

 
With the guidance of  Archpriest Saint Alexis Toth of Wilkes-Barre, a pious group of Orthodox 
believers in Scranton was blessed to organize a parish, construct a church and assemble for  
Divine Services according to the Order of the Russian Orthodox Church. This beginning  
happened in 1897. Today we, the progeny of those founders, give glory and thanks to the Lord 
God for His divine Blessings upon our parish for the last one hundred and twenty-five years. 
 
As we commemorate this holy history of our parish, let us remember the Pastors, Choir  
Directors, other clergy and parishioners who sacrificed much, faithfully supported, attended the 
Divine Liturgy and other Divine Services and practiced the Orthodox Faith with trust in the 
Lord. Saints Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Church is their legacy for us. May we, the  
custodians of this holy bequest, continually offer thanks to the Lord God and pray that our Lord 
Jesus Christ continue to bless our parish and prosper our work for His Holy Church. 
 
O HOLY CHIEFS-OF-THE-APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL, PRAY TO GOD FOR US! 

 
SAINT ALEXIS (TOTH) OF WILKES-BARRE, PRAY TO GOD FOR US! 

 
Glory to God For All Things! 
In Christ, 
Archpriest Basil Micek, 
Pastor                                                                                                                  9 October, 2022 

 

1897   -   2022 



A brief history of 

 Saints Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Church  

Scranton, Pennsylvania 

 

   Under the inspiration and guidance of Archpriest Alexis Toth (glorified as Saint Alexis 
of Wilkes-Barre in 1994), a group of Eastern European immigrants in Scranton organized the 
Saints Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Brotherhood in 1896. This Brotherhood was the gene-
sis of Saints Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Church, Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

 With the blessing of Saint Alexis, in March, 1897, construction of a church was begun 
in Scrantonõs West side at 1820 Division Street. Later that same year, His Excellency Bishop 
NICHOLAS consecrated the newly -constructed church under the heavenly protection of 
Saints Peter and Paul the Chiefs-of-the-Apostles. 

 The parish grew and prospered. Tragically, however, the church suffered a disastrous 
fire on two separate occasions: first on 18 January, 1912, and then again on 24 February, 1969. 
Following the second fire, the parish decided to relocate a block away on a tract of land at the 
corner of Washburn Street and South Fillmore Avenue.  On 12 July, 1970, the Feast of Apos-
tles Peter and Paul, His Excellency Bishop DOSITHEUS blessed the ground breaking for a 
new church.   Following the completion of the edifice, on 19 March, 1972, the church was con-
secrated and the first Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Excellency Bishop MARK.  

 In 1987 The 5th Convocation of the Patriarchal Parishes was held at Saints Peter and 
Paul in Scranton. Hierarchs and representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate celebrated the Di-
vine Liturgy and discussed many important issues regarding life in the Patriarchal Parishes in 
the USA. 

 On Sunday, 5 October, 1997, the One Hundredth Anniversary of Saints Peter and Paul 
Russian Orthodox Church, Scranton, Pennsylvania, was observed. His Excellency Bishop 
PAUL celebrated the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy and solemnly blessed the refurbished bells 
which now summon believers to worship.  

 The One Hundred and Tenth Anniversary of the Parish was celebrated on Sunday, 14 
October, 2007, the Feast of the Protection of the Mother of God. 

 The One Hundred and Twentieth Anniversary of the Parish was celebrated on May 7, 
2017, the Feast of Saint Alexis of Wilkes Barre. 

 

Pastors of SAINTS PETER AND PAUL RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, Scranton, Pennsylvania: 

Saint ALEXIS (Toth) of Wilkes -Barre  Founding Pastor 

Father Alexis Bogoslavsky , Father Alexander Yanovsky , Father Sergei Bazilevich, 

Father Alexander Lupinovich , Father Policarp Cherniavsky , Archpriest Ignatius Lachno ,  

Father John Hanziuk , Archimandrite Ioanicky  (Krasko), Father John Kivko , 
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Patriarch Kirill  



Bishop Matthew  
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