SAINTS PETER & P AUL

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA
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Under the inspiration and guidance of Archpriest Alexis Toth (glorified as Saint Alexis
of Wilkes-Barre in 1994), a group of Eastern European immigrants in Scranton organized the
Saints Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Brotherhood in 1896. This Brotherhood was the genet
sis of Saints Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Church, Scranton, Pennsylvania.
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With the blessing of Saint Alexis, in March, 1897, construction of a church was begun
n Scrantonds West side at 1820 Division S
NICHOLAS consecrated the newly -constructed church under the heavenly protection of
Saints Peter and Paul the Chiefsof-the-Apostles.
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The parish grew and prospered. Tragically, however, the church suffered a disastrous
fire on two separate occasions: first on 18 January, 1912, and then again on 24 February, 196%
m Following the second fire, the parish decided to relocate a block away on a tract of land at the
corner of Washburn Street and South Fillmore Avenue. On 12 July, 1970, the Feast of Apos-
tles Peter and Paul, His Excellency Bishop DOSITHEUS blessed the ground breaking for a
new church. Following the completion of the edifice, on 19 March, 1972, the church was con-

secrated and the first Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Excellency Bishop MARK.
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In 1987 The 5thConvocation of the Patriarchal Parishes was held at Saints Peter and
Paul in Scranton. Hierarchs and representatives of the Moscow Patriarchate celebrated the Di-
vine Liturgy and discussed many important issues regarding life in the Patriarchal Parishes in
the USA.

On Sunday, 5 October, 1997, the One Hundredth Anniversary of Saints Peter and Paul
Russian Orthodox Church, Scranton, Pennsylvania, was observed. His Excellency Bishop
PAUL celebrated the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy and solemnly blessed the refurbished bells
which now summon believers to worship.
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The One Hundred and Tenth Anniversary of the Parish was celebrated on Sunday, 14
October, 2007, the Feast of the Protection of the Mother of God.

The One Hundred and Twentieth Anniversary of the Parish was celebrated on May 7,
2017, the Feast of Saint Alexis of Wilkes Barre.

Pastors of SAINTS PETER AND PAUL RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, Scranton, Pennsylvania:
Saint ALEXIS (Toth) of Wilkes-Barre Founding Pastor
Father Alexis Bogoslavsky , Father Alexander Yanovsky , Father Sergei Bazilevich,
Father Alexander Lupinovich , Father Policarp Cherniavsky , Archpriest Ignatius Lachno ,

Father John Hanziuk , Archimandrite loanicky (Krasko), Father John Kivko ,
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The Wesentat{on
qf the Moscow Patriarchate
in the United States qf America

Saint Nicholas

Russian Orthodox Cathedral

15 East 97 Street New York, NY. 10029
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To the Pansh of Samt Peter and Paul

Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate
1720 Academy Street
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18504
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Dearest brothers and sisters,

With much love and joy the clergy and parishioners of Saint Nicholas
Cathedral congratulate Saint’s Peter and Paul church with their 125%
anniversary. Since its founding, your parish has been an integral part of
Orthodoxy in America, especially of the Moscow Patriarchate. Our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ gave to His disciples the following mission: “Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (vt 2819). It is in this spirit that your parish has
served the Church of Christ beginning with the great missionary, Saint
Alexis (Toth) of Wilkes-Barre. Despite numerous difficulties, hardships,
and challenges, your parish has always demonstrated loyalty to this
mission and to the legacy that Saint Alexis, Saint Tikhon, and all the other
saints of North America left behind. Today, we remember all of the former
clergy and parishioners of your parish that have fallen asleep in the Lord.
Memory Eternal! We especially congratulate Father Basil Micek, the
current rector who has been serving this community since 1985. May God
grant Father Basil and the entire Saint’s Peter and Paul community many
blessed years!
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